
  [External Email]

From: Russell, Jeffrey@HSR on behalf of Lipkin, Boris@HSR
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo; District1; District2; District3; District4; District5; District 6; District7; District8;

District9; District 10
Subject: Letter of Support for Google Downtown West Plan
Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 8:11:45 AM
Attachments: image006.png

City of San Jose.pdf

 

 

Good Morning Mayor Sam Licardo and City Councilmembers,
 
Please find attached a letter of support for the Google Downtown West Plan from Boris Lipkin of
California High-Speed Rail Authority.
 
Best Regards,
 

Jeffrey D. Russell
Assistant to Northern Regional Director
Staff Services Analyst
California High-Speed Rail Authority
Northern Regional Office
100 Paseo de San Antonio  Suite 300
San Jose, CA  95113
408-277-1083 (office)
408-549-4259 (cell) 

jeffrey.russell@hsr.ca.gov
www.hsr.ca.gov
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May 18, 2021 
 
Honorable Mayor Sam Liccardo and City Council Members 
City of San José 
200 E. Santa Clara St.  
San José, CA 95113 
 
RE:  Downtown West Mixed-Use Rezoning and Development Plan 
 


Dear Mayor Liccardo and City Council Members,  


This letter is to express the California High Speed Rail Authority’s (Authority) support for approval of 
Google’s proposed Downtown West Mixed-Use Rezoning and Development Plan (Downtown West 
Plan).  


The Authority wants to acknowledge and appreciate the years of City leadership it has taken to reach this 
far-reaching milestone in the transformation of the Diridon Station Area.  The Downtown West plan 
embodies a shared City and Google commitment to create a vibrant, high-density, mixed-use urban 
destination that expands Downtown, adds new employment and housing, and promotes transit use and 
walkability.  Approval of the Downtown West Plan achieves a long-sought after city goal to attract and 
partner with a preeminent Silicon Valley tech company to jointly master plan the future of the Diridon 
Station Area.   


For the Authority, the Downtown West Plan demonstrates how investment in transportation infrastructure 
can attract district-scale land use change to shape a sustainable future for the State of California, attracting 
both employment and housing to a downtown station area.  


We want to commend City staff, from all departments, whose dedication and collaboration supported our 
engagement on this transformative plan. There is still important work ahead of us to in how we build out 
the necessary transportation and rail improvements in collaboration with this city-building effort 
embodied in the Downtown West Project. However, we are encouraged by the important step you will be 
taking to make the vision of how we integrate land use and transportation a reality.  


We want to thank you for the City of San José’s support for the California High-Speed Rail program and 
our on-going partnership to deliver high-speed rail passenger service to San José and the Bay Area.  


We look forward to our continuing collaboration with you and your staff.   


Sincerely, 


 


Boris Lipkin 
Northern California Regional Director 
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